
VITREX  HANDLES  HISTORIC  FLOORS

WITH CARE

Vitrex,  Southern  Africa’s  leading  producer  of  vitreous  enamelled  steel  products  for

architectural  applications,  recently  supplied  innovative,  almost  tailor-made  cloakroom

cubicles for the upgrading of the historic Pietermaritzburg City Hall. 

Vic Moodley,  KZN Regional  Manager  of Vitrex, says  the company in the first place

developed a special “Cigar Smoke” enamel colour for the Vitraflex cubicles to meet the

architects’ requirements. The Vitraflex range is available in a number of standard colours

but special colours can be provided when necessary.

“Furthermore, we installed the City Hall cubicles using the latest hygienic stile anchors

developed for Vitrex’s new Vitraflush upmarket range of cloakroom cubicles. The new

stile  anchors  consists  of  16  mm diameter  stainless  steel  legs  fitted  with  a  machined

adjustable element,  a  surface-mounted nylon  fixing plate  that  houses  the latter  and  a

reinforced nylon cover plate. This installation was particularly challenging because it was

imperative to avoid damaging the City Hall’s 150-year-old floors. The cloakrooms’ floors

have recently been fitted with tiles laid over the original wooden floors,” Moodley added.

Vitrex supplied all the cloakroom cubicles, shower partitions and vanity tops for the City

Hall’s renovation, currently in progress. Consultants on the project are VJV, Interplan are

the architects and the main contractor is Raisethorpe Brick & Block. 

In  KwaZulu-Natal,  Vitrex  also  recently  supplied  and  installed  Vitraflex  cloakroom

cubicles for the Chief Albert Luthuli Hospital in Cato Manor; for extensions to Hilton

College and Michaelhouse in the KZN Midlands; and for the upgrading of the Durban

Harbour Master’s Office Block and other Port of Durban facilities projects handled by

Transnet subsidiary, Protekon. 

The extreme hardness of the surfaces of Vitraflex cloakroom cubicles is derived from

fusing three layers of glass to sheet steel at temperatures of over 800 degrees Celsius. The

resultant, durable surface is corrosion-proof, impervious to chemicals, graffiti-proof, and

ultra-hygienic because of the virtual absence of bacterial or mould growth. Colours are

permanent and fade-proof even under the harshest conditions. 
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